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Amendments To The Claims: 
1.-15. (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) A method for transmitting messages in a network via data 
terminals connected thereto, comprising: 

sending a message to be relayed from a sender data terminal to an a ss ign e d -afirst mail 
processing device assigned to the sender data terminal : 

assigning a unique identifier to the message that indicates that a message to be relayed is on 
the sender data terminal own the first mail processing device , or in a second mail process ing device 
assigned to a recipient address data terminal, wherein the identifier comprises a plurality of 
subidentifiers, each of which is assigned to at least one message element contained in a relayed 
message; 

sending a test message including the subidentifiers from the first mail processing device to 
the second mail processing device: 

evaluating in the second mail processing device the test message identifier sent by the first 
mail processing device , the evaluating configured to process each subidentifier in the test message 
relative to data present in the second mail processing device indicative of respective message elements 
previously relayed to the recipient address data terminal: based on dat a - pr es e nt t h ere in ■ QonGeming the * 
e ntry of messages at a n addr es s - d a ta terminal from th e past; and 

sending an evaluation-result message from the second mail processing device to the first 
mail processing device, said evaluation-result message indicating to the first mail processing device to 
transmit message elements, evaluated as not previously relayed to the recipient address data terminal, 
to the second mail processing device < and further indicating to block message elements, evaluated as 
previously relayed to the recipient address data terminal from being transmitted to the second mail 
processing device: 

triggcring 4ransmitting or blocking tifee-atransmission of fee -respective ones of the message 

element s or-p a rte - t her eof to the second mail processing device in response to the evaluation-result 
message: and 

relaying to the recipient address data terminal respective message elements transmitted from 
the first mail processing device to the second m ail processing device addr e sa data terminal in rer.pon^c 
to the e va lu ation result . 
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17-20. (cancelled) 

21 . (currently amended) The method according to claim 47- 16, wherein the identifier is 
evaluated on a mail server in the network. 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (currently amended) The method according to claim 4716, wherein a notification of the 
blocked transmission is forwarded to the sender and/or recipient if the transmission is blocked on the 
basis of the evaluation results. 

24. (currently amended) The method according to claim 47-16, wherein the identifier and/or 
the relevant subidentifier indicates the date and time of creation of the original message where these 
differ from the time of transmission, and/or an e-mail address of an original sender if this differs from 
the e-mail address of the sender, and/or the contents of the message or of the respective message 
element. 

25 . (currently amended) The method according to claim 4716., wherein there is a data 
terminal for executing the method and having a mail processing device that is designed such that an 
identifier for the message based on data present concerning the entry of messages at an address data 
terminal from the past is evaluated in an evaluation unit, and such that, based on the evaluation result, 
transmission of a message to the address data terminal is triggered or blocked. 

26. (previously presented) The method according to claim 25, wherein the mail-processing 
device forms part of a mail server, which is integrated in the data terminal. 

27. (previously presented) The method according to claim 25, wherein a memory unit for 
storing data concerning the entry of messages at a different data terminal. 
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28. (currently amended) A network, comprising: 

a sending module configured to send a message to be relayed from a sender data terminal to 
a first mail processing device assigned to the sender data terminal; 

an assigning module configured to assign a unique identifier to the message that indicates 

— | — . r^^^ l.^^*^^* is on the sender data terminal, in the first mail processing device, or in a 

second mail processing device assigned to a recipient address data terminal, wherein the identifier 
com prises a plurality of subidentifiers, each of which is assigned to at least one message element 
contained in a relayed message; 

a test message sensing module configured to send a test message including the subidentifiers 
from the fi rst mail processing device to the second mail processing device; 

an evaluat or confi gured to evaluate in the second mail processing device the test message 

sent by the first mail processing device, the evaluating configured to process each subidentifier in the 
test messa ge relative to data present in the second mail processing device indicative of respective 
message elements previously relayed to the recipient address data terminal; 

a sending module configured to send an evaluation-result message from the second mail 

processing device to the first mail processing device, said evaluation-result message indicating to the 
first mail processing device to transmit message elements, evaluated as not previously relayed to the 
recipient address data terminal to the second mail processing device , and further indicating to block 
message elements, evaluated as previously relayed to the recipient address data terminal from being 
transmitted to the second mail processing device; 

a module configured to transmit or to block a transmission of respective ones of the message 

elements to the second mail processing device in response to the evaluation-result message; and 

a module configured to relay to the recipient address data terminal respective message 

elements transmitted from the f irst mail processing device to the second mail processing device. 
A r m e tho d -eomprising; 

sending - a messag e to b o r elayed from a s e nd er data terminal to an assigned -#r-st 

mail processing device; 

ass i gning a u - niqu e 4d e ntifi er to the message that in die-atesHfea^a messag e to be 

rel ay e d is on the sender data4emijnal or in th e first mail proc e ssing - d e vie ef 

rekym g the identifier t o a s e c on d ma i l p ro ces s ing devic e that is a s-s igne d to a n 

ad dress da ta-t e rminal for the message to be for w ard e d -? 
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e valua tin g the identifier by th e first mail processing device bused on nfetarffresent 

th e rein concerning the e ntry of m e ssag e s at an addr es s data t e rminal from the past ;- 

trig ge ri ng or bloc k i n g - th e transmission o f the message or - p arts ther c o ft e- t he 

address data-t e rminal in respons e - to the e valuation r e sult; and 
a mail processin g d evi ce that is designed such that an identifi e r for a message is 
ev aluat e d i n an e valuation unit bas e d on data pres e nt concerning the entry of messag e s at an 
add ress data terminal from the past, and based on the evalu ation - result, transmission of a 
m e ssage to the addr ess data te rminal is triggered o r blocked: 

29, (currently amended) The network according to claim 2928, wherein at least one of the 
mail-processing devices forms part of a mail server, 

30, (currently amended) The network according to claim 29, wherein -further comprising a 
memory unit for storing previously relayed message elements data c o ncerning the entry nf m o r^no o * nt 
e onn e e te d data t e rminals , 
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